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Field Hockey 
Ends Season, 
5-10 Overall 


USLAC Leads Protest at Homecoming 
Game for More Custodial Staff 


By Zoe Kaplan 

Sports Editor 


Wesleyan field hockey closed 
out their fall season last Wednesday 
evening with a crushing loss against 
conference competitor Conn. College. 
The team ends their 2019 run with a 
5-10 overall record and a 1-9 record, 
in conference, landing them in last 
place of the NESCAC. 

Wednesdays game ended a sea¬ 
son of many hard-fought games re¬ 
sulting in losses, most of which the 
Cardinals were within one or two 
goals for a win. The Camels came 
out strong offensively, missing a shot 
before scoring a goal just under nine 
minutes in. They managed two more 
shots before the end of the first peri¬ 
od, but Wesleyan’s Delaney Wood ’20 
stood formidable in net. 
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Olivia Drake 
Talks 15 Years 

in Coiling 

By Hannah Docter-Loeb 

Assistant Features Editor 


Every other Wednesday, the 
Wesleyan Connection makes its way 
into the inboxes of 42,000 Wesleyan 
students, parents, faculty, staff, and 
alumni. Though it seems to be a staple 
of the Wesleyan experience, the on¬ 
line newsletter has not always been 
around. In fact, it wasn’t until the ar¬ 
rival of Campus News Editor Olivia 
Drake in 2004 that it finally took digi¬ 
tal form. 

Born and raised in the Midwest, 
Drake first encountered reporting and 
journalism in high school, where she 
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ITS Works to 
Improve WiFi 
Service 

By Hallie Sternberg 
StaffWriter 

To address student complaints 
about WiFi connectivity and ac¬ 
cessibility on campus, Information 
Technology Services (ITS) is work¬ 
ing to improve WiFi in troublesome 
areas of campus, namely wood-frame 
housing, program housing, and older 
dorms. 

ITS has outsourced the WiFi for 
wood-frame housing to Comcast for 
years because it is not financially fea¬ 
sible for Wesleyan to directly connect 
those houses to the Wesleyan network, 
according to Deputy Chief 
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Seniors Ridley and Hurlock Present 
Dance Theses in the ’92 


By Claire Femano 
StaffWriter 


This homecoming weekend, 
the Patricelli ’92 Theater hosted the 
Fall Senior Thesis Dance Concert, 
“(Re)Source,” with choreography 
by seniors Gabe Hurlock and Iris 
Ridley. The show was divided into 
two performances, each with its 
own distinct style and motifs. 

As the lights of the theater 
progressively dimmed, the audience 
could hear the soft sound of the 
dancers’ feet as they walked across 
the stage. Iris Ridley’s “inhabit” be¬ 
gan with a series of movements per¬ 
formed in unison by four dancers: 
Emma Grover ’21, Katerina Ramos- 
Jordan ’21, Charlotte Rich ’20, and 
Anna Marie Rosenlieb ’20. As si¬ 
lence filled the theater, one could 
almost hear the breathing of the 
dancers, whose bodies purposefully 
seemed tense and heavy. The danc¬ 
ers repeatedly alternated between 
standing and moving horizontally 
on the ground, with rapid jumps 


and sudden arm extensions suggesting 
some idea of violence. The background 
sound of heavy rain intensified as the 
choreography became fiercer, but never 
lost its delicacy. A dance move imitat¬ 
ing the action of a wheel, or an endless 
circle, eerily echoed the cyclical fram¬ 
ing of the choreography: the dancers 
walked off the stage by performing the 
same movements that marked the very 
beginning. 

“The piece is called ‘inhabit’ both 
because I was thinking about how the 
dancers could inhabit space, moving 
in and out of group patterns almost 
as sculptures with their gestures, and 
because I am interested in being ‘in 
habit,”’ Ridley explained. “How does 
repetition of movement shape and af¬ 
fect our bodies and energies? I try to 
create heightened spaces of exhaustive, 
charged movement that brings groups 
of dancers together and apart.” 

The second part of show, entided 
“Mother.silent.Suicide”, carried a more 
explicit political message. The cho¬ 
reography by Hurlock and Associate 


Professor of the Practice in Dance 
Iddrisu Saaka explored concepts of 
motherhood, Black feminist theory, 
and Westernized culture by combin¬ 
ing theater, contemporary and West 
African dance, and poetry. The perfor¬ 
mance began with a single dancer on 
stage, Hurlock, who spoke and moved 
slowly across the silent stage. 

“It all begins in an Afro-pessimist 
dream,” she said as part of her mono¬ 
logue. “Everything is spoken but noth¬ 
ing is materialized.” 

“To be free, to be free.” As the 
downbeat atmosphere of the show 
became darker and darker, the issue 
of freedom and imprisonment arose, 
as Hurlock sang several times while 
swaying her body wrapped in a white 
draped skirt. A group of dancers sud¬ 
denly stormed the stage, wearing black 
clothing and disturbingly decorated 
ski masks. Each dancer imitated a par¬ 
ticular action that can be witnessed in 
the Western world: one mimed typ¬ 
ing on a computer; another used his 
fingers to frantically count without a 


purpose; two other dancers moved in 
a way that suggested a fight. Backed 
up by the sound of a ticking clock, as 
well as screaming and crying, the anxi¬ 
ety of the choreography built up until 
Hurlock weepingly fell to the center of 
the stage, holding her stomach. 

“Where’s your spirit?” she cried, 
as the nightmare vanished. 

Hurlock adopted a profoundly se¬ 
rious tone as she spoke of motherhood 
and the pain of childbirth. Her arms 
towards the sky, she began to dance to 
the beat of drums and trumpets, before 
being joined by Saaka. Their move¬ 
ments evoked labour and strenuous ac¬ 
tion, and some even led to a carefully 
executed loss of balance. The audience 
was almost able to feel how heavy their 
bodies were under the weight of the 
violence and tension: Sounds of light¬ 
ning and rain struck the stage, so loud 
that they mirrored the bang of a gun¬ 
shot. 

“I become invisible after that 
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Protesters gathered in front of the tailgate after their march around Andrus field. 


lews 


Student activists representing 
the United Student/Labor Action 
Coalition (USLAC) held a protest 
during the Homecoming Football 
game on Saturday, Nov. 2, con¬ 
tinuing to demand the hiring of 
five more custodial workers. The 
group of approximately 30 stu- 


•mmmm 

The protest is part of USLAC’s 
ongoing efforts that began in October 
2018 demanding that the University 

hire five more custodial workers. While 
the University announced the hiring of 
one more worker on Sept. 3, USLAC 
has stuck to its demands for five more 
custodial workers. 

“Over the summer they hired one 


our sense is that a lot of these problems 
still exist, and the only way they’re pos¬ 
sibly going to solve them is if they actu¬ 
ally complete our demands.” 

The protest began between Judd 

Hall and the Public Affairs Center 
(PAC). Holding a large sign that read 
“Workers’ Rights Now,” the group of 
students walked back and forth be- 


the administration, such as “Roth’s sal¬ 
ary stays protected, workers rights are 

not respected,” “No justice, no peace,” 
and “Michael Roth don’t be a jerk, 

workers make this campus work.” 

The group then walked towards 
the Wesleyan tailgate, which consisted 
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USLAC: Protest Marches Around Andrus 


Continued from front page 

of many students and families attend¬ 
ing the football game. As the group 
approached the tailgate, some students 
joined the protesters and grabbed signs. 
The group then stopped in front of the 
Wesleyan tailgate for about five minutes, 
continuing their cheers and chants. 

Students and families at the 
Wesleyan tailgate had varied reactions 
to the protest. Some students com¬ 
mended USLAC’s protest and their 
ongoing commitment for five more 


workers. 

“The protest definitely caught my 
attention,” Charlie Hills ’20 said. “I 
think its great that USLAC is continu¬ 
ing to advocate for workers’ rights at 
this school, and I think collective action 
is always a great way to bring attention 
to issues like these.” 

Others, however, felt that the pro¬ 
test was out of place. 

“I thought it was well organized 
but maybe not executed at the best time 
when the most people were listening,” 
Vanessa Baker ’20 said. “The audience 


was huge, but no one really knew what 
they were protesting, unless you’re a 
student who had heard about it before. 
Most of the parents were confused.” 

The group then walked behind the 
Wesleyan tailgate towards Olin Library, 
concluding at their starting point be¬ 
tween Judd Hall and PAC. They ended 
the protest chanting, “We’ll be back!” 

After the protest, USLAC mem¬ 
bers addressed their decision to protest 
at the Homecoming football game. 

“We decided the best time to meet 
was during Homecoming weekend 


[because we thought] it was important 
to continue putting pressure on the 
University at a time when there is a lot 
of excitement over things like football 
and school pride,” USLAC member 
Leah Levin Pensler ’20 said. “We want¬ 
ed to draw attention to something that 
the school really should be ashamed of, 
and it’s the working conditions on this 
campus and how they treat their sub¬ 
contracted custodial workers.” 

Kaye Dyja can be reached at kdyja@wes- 
leyan.edu. 


Cardinal Crossword 

Across 40 Trigonometric 

1 “_whiz!” essential 

4 Syrian president 41 Possess 

since 2000 42 Horse doctor, e.g. 

9 Bun-like Chinese 43 “j_, su 

food casa!” 

12 Popular team, in 45 Where a 

the Northeast, for Washingtonian, a 

short Californian, and an 

13 Leisurely pass Oregonian call home 

time 48 Distributor 

14 CCCP to the 49 Tear to bits 

USA 50 Person a coder 

16 Cousin’s mother has in mind 

17 Protective and 52 Had a chuckle, 

benevolent force on the Internet 

18 Excite, with “up” 55 Overtones 

19 Comical 60 Often illuminated 

reporter? sign in a store 

21 Fabulous Greek window 

author? 61 A famous one 

22 Lowest bill happen s in K entugk y 

denominations in gMMPNM 
United States 

23 Capital of Italia 
25 Friend in Iberia 
28 Knocks with 
noggins 
33 Aspects 

35 17, to Caesar 

36 When dreams 
occur, briefly 

37 Third-largest city 
in France 

38 “So long, 

farewell, auf 
wiedersehen,_” 


By Jack Stewart ‘23 

with special thanks to Madeleine Dickman ’23 and Oliver Egger ’23 



63 Just a wee b it 

64 Can be grigio or 
noir 

65 Pkg. service 

66 Austin Powers, 
for one 

67 First years...or 
potential residents of 
the grayed out 
squares: 

68 Miserables 


Previous Puzzle’s Solution: 
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AMOR E 
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I a| 
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■ S IREN 

■tsars 

■ I T S N O 

E G R^^^S 

C M uHHI 

PRISM 
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A M B E r|C A T 

H A R S I S 

n o e rIa C H O 

oBuCSC 

A L 

U^I A 

■fl SOLA 

■ d o 

R m D 

E S ■ P A L 

MEDIC 

A R e| 

|b l 

ERICK 

■ iso 

B A rIBB 

SINAI 

Ig t R 

■ n I o b e 

SCO T T 

Ih e n 

■ d a r t h 

E A S e| 

|t s o 

■slosh 


Down 

1 Ancient Frenchman 

2 Sicilian summit 

3 Hormone found in soya 

4 Wide-eyed 

5 “Fine, I get it!” 

6 Black dog, e.g. 

7 A fun rager, in modern 
lingo 

8 Prefix shared by tiny and 
troy 

9 Where you can find 
Claude in his cubicle 

10 Unedited 

11 Norwegian city known 
for its high quality of life 

12 Where you might take 
classes for the CSS 

15 Workout unit 

20 Tie 

21 Dextrous and valent 
prefix 


24 Hatred and disgust 

25 Something shared by a 
capable rapper and a lax 
bro alike 

26 Polite request 

27 The Apple apple and 
the Nike swoosh, e.g. 

29 There aren’t any, 
according to Sartre 

30 Software test, generally 
free 

31 On edge 

32 Wipe messily 

34 Soap, to Suzanne 

39 Unfavorable happening 
for a landed family 

40 Full of contempt or 
disdain 

42 Passed with flying 
colors 

44_-logy, of utmost 

concern to Marx 


46 Hip and happening 

47 Engine exciters 

51 Variation of a common 
English name 

52 Mauna_ 

53 Chooses, with “for” 

54 “One small step for 

man, one giant_for 

mankind.” 

56 Florentine river 
spanned by the Ponte 
Vecchio 

57 Fascistic Koch, one of 
the first to be tried at 
Nuremberg 

58 Puts a limit on 

59 John, Paul, and 
Matthew, for short 

61 Heavy-duty exhaust 
purifier, briefly 


Interested in joining The Argus? 

All students are invited to our weekly staff meetings: 

Sundays @ 5pm in Usdan 108 
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Lost Connection: ITS Aims for Better WiFi 


Continued from front page 


Information Officer Karen Warren. 
However, as of right now, the University 
is 75 percent of the way to reaching their 
goal of installing new access points for 
the more than 180 wood-frame and pro¬ 
gram houses on campus. These access 
points allow students to access to the 
AirWes and Eduroam WiFi networks 
through the Comcast systems already 
in their houses, leading to a much faster 
and more seamless connection for the 
residents. 

ITS hopes to install the remainder 
of the new access points by the end of 
this academic year. 

“We agree and know that the 
wood-frame and the program housing 
that’s in those wood frames is tricky, 
it’s really tricky because on the plus 
side they’re cool houses, they’re a great 
place to live, and it’s progressive inde¬ 
pendence, it’s nice,” Warren said. “The 


downside is, they’re separated, they’re 
not connected. Wesleyan owns them, 
but it’s not like these buildings where 
everything is connected, so this has pre¬ 
sented some challenges.” 

However, even the houses with the 
new access points are still reporting is¬ 
sues with certain rooms in the houses. 
ITS is responding to these problems as 
they are reported due to of the sheer 
number and spread of the campus- 
owned wood-frame houses. 

“It would be ideal to say we have 
the staff and the resources to go through 
every single house and measure, but we 
don’t,” Warren said. “What we’ve been 
trying to do is respond to the worst 
cases and get through those—and we 
have done five houses already this year, 
and there are more that have come in 
already, and basically, we’re just taking 
care of those.” 

In addition to campus houses, 
older dorms like the Butterfields and 


Hewitt also pose problems when it 
comes to WiFi connectivity. Because of 
the architecture and high quantity of 
concrete in these buildings, some rooms 
may be fine, while others—particularly 
those at the end of the halls or near stair¬ 
wells—could pose serious issues. The 
dorms that were built more recently, 
such as Bennet, were designed to mini¬ 
mize connectivity issues architecturally 
and, as such, face fewer of these issues. 

To combat issues in older dorms, 
ITS can plug a mini access point into 
the room’s old, wired internet port, 
which is less expensive than adding new 
wiring for the students in these dorms 
who send complaints to ITS. In the fu¬ 
ture, ITS will use new software that al¬ 
lows them to see the areas that have the 
most dropped connections and worst 
service to be more proactive about solv¬ 
ing these issues. 

“The network administrators gen¬ 
erated a list for me of the worst areas, 


whether we got a complaint from a 
student or not,” Warren said. “They 
just generated a technical report, and so 
for those top 15 areas within buildings, 
we are going to go through and just 
improve the experience in all of those, 
even if we didn’t get a ticket for it.” 

Beyond issues with campus WiFi 
networks, there have been instances 
where connection problems occur be¬ 
cause of students’ technology. 

“The WiFi seems to me to be in¬ 
credibly unreliable...as it only seems 
to work on certain devices,” William 
Miner ’22 said. “My older devices can’t 
get the WiFi here at all.” 

In these cases, ITS can still help 
students come up with solutions. Often 
ITS will give students whose comput¬ 
ers have older hardware small, wireless 
adapters that help with connectivity, 
but the ITS Helpdesk can also work 
with students on an individual basis to 
come up with a solution if their com¬ 


puter is consistendy dropping the WiFi. 

In their most recent meeting, the 
Wesleyan Student Assembly (WSA) 
passed a resolution that reinstated 
two WSA senator positions on the 
University’s IT Committee (ITC), col¬ 
laborating with the ITC in the process. 

“The WSA passed a resolution last 
night [Nov. 3] to put student represen¬ 
tatives on the IT Committee for the 
purpose of advocating for the interests 
of the student body and keeping the 
student body updated on proceedings 
via committee reports,” WSA Senator 
Arden Weilheimer ’23 said. 

These representatives will act 
as both advocates for students and a 
throughline between students and ITS 
to make sure that the most pressing is¬ 
sues of WiFi and campus technology are 
being addressed. 

Hallie Sternberg can be reached at 
hsternberg@wesleyan. edu. 


Ed Ungvarsky ’90 Talks Law Career 


Byjiyu Shin 

StaffWriter 


Public and capital defense lawyer 
Ed Ungvarsky ’90 returned to campus 
to speak about his career on Wednesday, 
Oct. 30. The talk, held at the Gordon 
Career Center, was co-sponsored by the 
African American Studies Department, 
Government Department, the POC 
Pre-Law Society, and Wesleyan Mock 
Trial. In the talk, Ungvarsky offered 
anecdotes about his career, including 
his decision to leave government work 
to open his own firm, and advice for 
students interested in pursing careers 
in law. 

I i ngvar^ y j sptfkpj_ W 11 

in attendance about both me positive 

and negative aspects of his profession, 
providing insight into how he built his 
career and eventually opened his own 
firm. He spoke first on how he went 
into law, a story that began when he 
graduated from Wesleyan with a bach¬ 


elor’s degree in Government and went 
on to Yale Law School. He then clerked 
for the Honorable Frank M. Johnson, 
Jr. on the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Eleventh Circuit. Ungvarsky said 
that he spent many years working as a 
renowned public and capital defense at¬ 
torney, going on to lead the Northern 
Virginia Capital Defender Office from 
2009 to 2018. 

Though he has garnered suc¬ 
cess as a defense attorney and is now 
a regular faculty member of Harvard 
Law School’s Trial Advocacy Workshop, 
Ungvarsky decided to open his own 
practice, Ungvarsky Law, PLLC, last 
year in Virginia. He said char he left rhe 

cases to take and who he represented in 


court. 

“I felt that I had grown, I felt I was 
not being able to do what I wanted to,” 
Ungvarsky said. “I wanted to represent 
people who were harassed by the po¬ 


lice in a misdemeanor case. I wanted 
to represent people who wanted to sue 
the police. I wanted to be involved in 
representing people who were protest¬ 
ing. I wanted to be able to do whatever 
I could do to sort of help advance and 
push this movement that had gone past 
me.” 


One way Ungvarsky said he has 
been able to engage with more current 
events was with the Wesleyan interns he 
hires in both the summer and winter. 
He spoke about how he had learned 
from the two students who interned at 
his firm this past summer. 

“When they were interning with 
me last summer, it was just so clear that 


things I just don’t get and don’t under¬ 
stand.” 

Students were also given time to 
ask Ungvarsky about his motivations to 
go into public defense, what his daily 
schedule looks like, and important mo¬ 


ments in his career. When asked about 
significant cases that he remembers, 
Ungvarsky made it clear that his life has 
been greatly impacted by the work he 
chose to go into. 

“I think every case has changed 
me,” Ungvarsky said. “I think the work 
has generally made me a better person. 

I don’t really think I was a great person 
when I was younger, you know, looking 
back at who I was, but each case, each 
work, has changed me. And if it doesn’t 
change you, then maybe you’re not do¬ 
ing the right thing. If it’s not impacting 
you in a way that’s not affecting you, 
and by affecting you it’s gonna cause 

you to change...then maybe you should 

1 'JUwff'D'XJfP 

ested in the talk because he is consider¬ 
ing law as a possible career in the future, 
said hearing from Ungvarsky allowed 
him to learn about defense law from a 
uniquely direct source. 

“I’m exploring it as a possible 


path,” Lu said. “It’s just neat to see how 
the experience is in the field in real life.” 

Lu believes that such career events 
for students can play a vital role in help¬ 
ing them learn more about professions 
they may be considering pursuing and 
can also help introduce students to jobs 
they might not have known about be¬ 
fore. 

“I think it’s very helpful to have 
these events where we hear first-hand 
what it’s like to be out there being a 
public defense lawyer, being a real es¬ 
tate finance investor,” Lu said. “Just 
getting that exposure of r eal experie nces 
and whether mats a possible avenue 

tbat I go down or somebody <d>.® 

I don’t have a lot of knowledge of what’s 
really out there, and there’s just so many 

things to do.” 

]iyu Shin can be reached at jshinOl (^Wes¬ 
leyan. edu. 


HAVELI INDIA 

1300 South Main Street, Middletown, CT 06457 
860-347-7773 Phone, 860-347-7753 Fax 
www.haveliindia.net 

IO%discount if you order on www.haveliindia.net 
10 % discount with Wesleyan ID 

Open 7 days a week Sunday to Wednesday 11am to 10:30pm, Thursday to Saturday 11am to 11pm 

55 fLunch Buffet 

All-You-Can-Eat 11 a.m. to 3 p.m 
Friday- $10.95 

Saturday & Sunday- $12.95 


Free delivery! 


Trip Advisor 
Top Rated 
Restaurant 
2018 & 2019 


Hovel/ India provides catering 
both on-site and off-site 
for all occasions. 



Connecticut 


Magazine 2012 


Readers’ Choice 


Winner 
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Professor’s Bookshelf: Ron Cameron Talks 
the Bible, and Baseball 


By Stuart Woodhams 
StaffWriter 


The Argus sat down with 
Chair of the Religion Department 
Professor Ronald Cameron to 
discuss his time at Wesleyan, his 
reading interests, and of course 
Cameron’s favorite hobby: baseball. 
Below is the conversation, edited 
for clarity. 

The Argus: When did you start 
teaching? 

Ronald Cameron: I started here in 
1981, so about 38, 39 years ago. It’s 
the only professional job I’ve ever 
had. 

A: And you got your degree at 
Harvard? 

RC: Yeah, I got my two graduate 
degrees at Harvard. Masters in 77 
and Ph.D. in ’83. 

A: How has Wesleyan changed? 
How has teaching changed since 
you’ve been here? 

RC: Well, I’ve certainly changed a 
lot. At Harvard I was well-educated 
in graduate studies, but that’s dif¬ 
ferent from learning about how 
to teach college students. I was 
trained in early Christianity in a 
very strong program at Harvard at 
a high level. But here, at the sort 
of generic academic studies of reli¬ 
gion, that’s a different beast. And so 
early Christian studies or Buddhist 
studies or Hindu Studies or Jewish 
studies can be parr or religious' stud- 
ies, which is a second-order meta- 
reflective discipline. Everything I’ve 
learned about religion, by which I 
mean the academic study of reli¬ 


gion, I’ve learned on the job while 
being here. It’s been challenging and 
very rewarding. [And] the students 
have changed. In many respects the 
students are more or better equipped 
to come to Wesleyan. 

A: I’m surprised, actually. 

RC: I think—this is a gross general¬ 
ization—I don’t think students write 
as well as they used to. It’s a general¬ 
ization, but it varies and it depends 
on papers. I’ve got stacks there [point¬ 
ing] , but certainly students don’t read 
as much as they used to. I think in 
large part, though not exclusively, it’s 
related to the technology. People are 
doing things technologically, which 
I’m not doing, and so you don’t read 
as much.... Students now know less, 
sometimes a lot less, about basic stuff 
about religious traditions than they 
used to. Even when students weren’t 
reared Catholic of Protestant or what¬ 
ever, students typically knew some¬ 
thing, but now if I paraphrase some¬ 
thing, a general maxim from say the 
Gospel Mathew or if I make reference 
to Moses, they don’t know who Moses 
is. So that’s a noticeable change. So 
now I have to try to explain who 
Moses is—which I’m happy to try to 
do. But otherwise, even if you haven’t 
read it or you’re not a practitioner, 
you know, of it.... People who were 
educated in the old days, 2,000 years 
ago, they knew those references. 

A: You have a lot of books on your 

A: What books do you read for work? 
For pleasure? 

RC: In the office here [in the Religion 


Department] I do mostly admin¬ 
istrative work for class, and as 
Department Chair again this year 
and then also preparing class and 
all, but I hardly do any research or 
scholarship in here. I do that in of¬ 
fices at my house. So most of the 
books I’m working with, the sort 
of academic books, they’re at my 
house. But these are overflow, so 
it’s some journals and some early 
Christian studies and religious 
studies books, and I’ve got some 
novels, and I have a relatively good 
sports library because I’m obviously 
a serious student of baseball.... I 
like baseball a lot. I read baseball 
books, and I don’t read enough po¬ 
etry, though I like Seamus Heaney. 
And I don’t read enough novels, but 
I like to read. And I usually read a 
number of books at one time. Not 
counting academic stuff, I like to 
read biography and history. One of 
the books I’m reading now is by Jill 
Lepore. She’s a professor of history 
at Harvard and she’s quite good and 
has become quite famous. She even 
writes for The New Yorker I think, 
which is impressive! 


A: Mainstream! 

RC: That’s good, right? That’s 
mainstream and at a high level! 
Jill Lepore is a very serious stu¬ 
dent of American history and she’s 
got a wonderful fat book—it’s over 
900 pages. It came out six months 
ago and I bought [it] for myself 
Christmas. It’s called-/""' 


truths to be self evident that all 
men are created equal,” from the 
Declaration. It’s a history of the 
United States. And it’s really quite 


good in fact. She has a thesis about 
it, in terms of if we’re going to be 
educated in public or not, and she 
draws on Jefferson and some of these 
so-called Founders of the Nation. 
That’s quite good. 

A: Do you have a favorite class that 
you’ve taught here? 

RC: I don’t! I have a number of fa¬ 
vorites: “Introduction to the Study 
of Religion,” which I’ll be doing 
again this spring. I’ve taught varia¬ 
tions of “Introduction to the New 
Testament” many many times. The 
course I’m doing now with you, 
“Heretics and History, Heretics and 
Heresy.” 

A: “Jesus and the Gods?” 

RC: Well, yeah. I’ll come back to 
that. What I’m doing now, in my 
other class I’ve never taught before, 
is some of those texts about the so- 
called categories of heresy and here¬ 
tics. The course you’re in now, “Jesus 
and the Gods,” is only the second 
time I’ve ever taught it. I taught it 
three or four years ago and I really 
enjoyed it. But it’s nice to do some 
new stuff. 

A: Do you have a favorite book in 
the Bible? New Testament? Old 
Testament? 

RC: I don’t. I have some favorites in 
the New Testament. In no particular 
order, they would be: Paul’s letter 
to the Galatians, the Book of Acts, 
the Gospels of Mark, Matthew, and 
TX. WWW# New 

Testament books, I think. I have a 
lot of favorite texts that I read that 
are early Christian texts that aren’t in 
the Bible, like the Gospel Thomas. 


“Dream Job”: Olivia Drake on Wesleyan 
Connection and Photographing Fires 


Continued from front page 

was editor in chief, photo edi¬ 
tor, and staff artist for her high 
school’s monthly news magazine. 
She earned her bachelor’s degree 
in scientific and technical commu¬ 
nication, with a minor in journal¬ 
ism, from Michigan Technological 
University in the Upper Peninsula 
of Michigan in 2001. She worked 
for two newspapers in Michigan 
after college, The Daily Mining 
Gazette and the Holland Sentinel. 
However, Drake said that she had 
doubts about her career choice 
starting off. 

“I realized it was too hard to 
make a living as a reporter,” Drake 
explained. “I applied for a job at 
Wesleyan on a whim—I saw my 
‘dream job’ on monster.com, a 
start-up newsletter editor—and 
the rest is history!” 

Drake said she only planned 
on a brief duration at Wesleyan, 
hoping instead to return to the 
Midwest and explore another one 
of her passions. 

“I thought I’d stay a few years, 
then go back to Michigan and run 
a dog sled team because that was 
my life goal,” Drake said. “It didn’t 
happen.” 

What Drake thought would 
be a few-year stint turned into 
a much longer career. Soon af¬ 
ter starting, Drake said she fell in 
love with Wesleyan and the work 
she was doing to help establish the 


newsletter that we now know as the 
Wesleyan Connection. 

“That’s my baby,” Drake said. 
“That’s what I was hired to do.” 

Though she had been hired to 
do solely the writing for the news¬ 
letter, Drake recognized that the 
Wesleyan Connection would need 
more than text. 

“I was not hired to take pictures 
at all but I was like, ‘No one’s go¬ 
ing to read these articles without a 
picture,’” Drake said. “So I started 
going around with a little point-and- 
shoot and whatever they bought me 
my first year. It was a Nikon D40. 
It was a 500-dollar camera and I re¬ 
member thinking, ‘Wow, Wesleyan is 
so good to me.’” 

But Drake said that there is a lot 
more that goes into a newsletter than 
taking pictures and writing text, es¬ 
pecially for a university with as many 
happenings as Wesleyan. 

“It’s a lot of gathering news, 
seeing what’s out there,” Drake ex¬ 
plained. “I’m always looking at the 
calendar to see what would make a 
good story, what would make a good 
visual story. I know from my news¬ 
paper experience, everything’s about 
that lead photo. I’m always looking 
for something that will make a great 
story, something that will captivate 
people to go into the newsletter and 
read more of what’s going on.” 

Over the past 15 years, Drake 
has, undoubtedly, witnessed many 
happenings on campus. However, 
one of her favorites is something that 


actually happens every year: Arrival 
Day for New Students. 

“It’s my favorite experience of 
the entire academic year because 
everyone is so new and fresh and 
happy,” Drake said. “And it’s so fun 
to interview these parents because 
they’re just beaming, or they’re cry¬ 
ing, one or the other, because their 
kid is starting at Wesleyan. And the 
kids—you already see them form¬ 
ing friends in their hallway just as 
they’re moving in, and it’s just a 
beautiful opportunity to document 
in words and pictures.” 

Drake also said she enjoys tak¬ 
ing the annual pictures of campus 
scenery during fall and winter. 

“People eat those pictures up.” 
Drake said. “Alumni love to see 
what the campus looks like.” 

Outside of Wesleyan, Drake 
employs her journalist skills in her 
local community as the public in¬ 
formation officer for the Haddam 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

“My job as public information 
officer is to give them sort of a good 
reputation in the community,” 
Drake explained. “Because they’re 
all volunteers. So last night, we 
had four trees fall down, power line 
stuff, so I have to share that with 
a community like: ‘Oh, we had 
volunteers out taking care of these 
trees all night.’ It’s a big job. It’s 
a way I can give back to my com¬ 
munity with skills I’ve also learned 
at Wesleyan. I don’t think people 
realize that, so I just want to show 


how wonderful these volunteers are 
for getting up in the middle of the 
night to help others. So I’m helping 
them.” 

When she’s not busy with her 
jobs at Wesleyan and the Haddam 
Volunteer Fire Department, Drake 
said she is also involved with fire 
photography. 

“I’m in this dorky dorky club, 
we’re called the Connecticut Fire 
Photography Association, it’s real, 
and we meet and talk about our fire 
photos,” Drake said. “I like to fo¬ 
cus on the firemen fighting the fire. 
Some guys like to focus on the big 
blaze. I don’t care about the destruc¬ 
tion, it’s more of the people doing 
their job.” 

Although she loves the work 
she does off campus, Drake said that 
this doesn’t take away from her love 
of Wesleyan. 

“For 15 years, I’ve been walking 
up that hill from B Lot and it’s just a 
beautiful day,” Drake said. “Campus 
changes, the season changes, and 
I’m just grateful every single morn¬ 
ing to walk in this office. ’Cause it’s 
going to be a great day.” 

Drake brings this attitude to 
her daily work as well. 

“Every day I’m publishing a 
story, it’s kind of public relations, 
because I’m publishing a story that 
makes someone shine in the public 
light,” Dralce said. “So whether it’s a 
photo, or an article about a new fac¬ 
ulty publication, it shows the good 
that Wesleyan employees are doing: 


Students, 
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A: Now for a fun question: what 
are the chances for the Red Sox 
next year? 

RC: [laughing] Well, we got ’em 
last year! This year was disappoint¬ 
ing. We lost 24 more games this 
year than last—that’s a lot. Last 
year we won 108 and won the 
World Series for the fourth time 
this century. 

A: And you beat my Dodgers! 

RC: We did, but we love the 
Dodgers! We did in five games. I 
understand, you know. I under¬ 
stand rooting for your home team. 
I’m a Red Sox fan, which means I 
hate the Yankees. I respect them 
though, they are good. But I loathe 
them. But I understand: If they’re 
your team, they’re your team. 

Stuart Woodhams can be reached at 
swoodhams@wesleyan. edu. 
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faculty, staff, primarily faculty I 
should say, and students, too.” 

Above all, Drake said that it 
is the students and the ethos of 
Wesleyan that makes her feel at 
home in her role at the University. 

“The students are the other 
thing—I love the student body 
here so much,” she said. “Because 
I’m kind of weird I think, and 
Wesleyan is a little weird and I fit 
in here. Like this is my place. It’s 
just a wonderful place to work, I 
have such great colleagues and I 
love everyday here.” 

Hannah Docter-Loeb can be reached 
at hdocterloeb@wesleyan.edu. 
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Frenetic Frittata: Sasha the Chef and Her Super 
Scrumptious Specialty 


By Sasha Linden-Cohen 
Features Editor 


On Saturday morning, I awoke 
in a panic. Cocooned in my plush 
duvet, my eyes flickered open slowly 
at first, and then all at once, franti¬ 
cally blinking away the grogginess— 
and eye boogers—as I jolted up¬ 
right, realizing that I had forgotten 
to set an alarm. My tightly-packed 
Halloweekend itinerary washed over 
me, and I had no. clue what time it 
was. My club’s brunch congregation 
was scheduled for 11 a.m., and I had 
promised to make a frittata! How 
could I have unwittingly deprived my 
peers of a delicious egg casserole?! I 
quickly de-cocooned and my phone 
emerged from the rubble, dead. 
Outside, the grass was still dewy, and 
the light shining through my window 
felt bright, fresh. My breath began to 
steady, and my charging phone soon 
affirmed what I had begun to suspect: 
It was still early, just 9:30. Not sleep¬ 
ing through the event, however, was 
only half the battle. There was still a 
frittata to make. 

I had never made frittata before, 
so I texted my friend’s mom, Sakina, 
to ask about the potato situation. That 
is, the question of whether or not to 
use already-cooked potatoes or raw 
potatoes in the dish. Sakina promptly 
FaceTimed me, and we went over the 
basics (Spoiler alert: The potatoes 
need to be pre-cooked). Ten min¬ 
utes and several questions about the 
status of my academic and social life 
later, I was in the kitchen chopping. 
At around 10:30, I called Luke, my 
co-editor and part-time chauffeur, 
to ask if he would drive me and my 
soon-to-be-frittara down to the club 
congregation, and he obliged. But 
when he arrived at my house 20 min¬ 
utes later, the frittata was still liquid, 


and my teeth were still unbrushed. 
He snickered at the mountain of 
dishes, but I had no time for snark. I 
bounded up the stairs to change and 
instructed him to alert me if there 
was a fire. Moments later, I heard a 
distant crash, and I winced, as a mel¬ 
ancholy montage of a face-down frit¬ 
tata flashed through my mind. 

“WHAT HAVE YOU DONE?!” 

“It’s all good, I just burned my 
hand!” he answered. 

Thank God. 

Sneakers in hand, I hurried 
back down, grabbed the frittata, and 
looked at him expectantly. 

“What are you waiting for?” 

Luke is a party pooper, so he 
wasn’t exactly amused by my antics. 
However, if he’d been lucky enough 
to actually try the frittata, which was, 
in fact, remarkably tasty, he’d likely 
have changed his tune. In retrospect, 
I would not recommend this dish 
to anyone in a time crunch. But I 
WOULD recommend it to anyone 
who loves flavor. 

Ingredients 

It should be noted that I used 
(almost!) entirely co-op ingredients 
to make this dish—aside from the 
spices. 

7 eggs 

11/2 onions 

1 clove garlic 

1 leek 

1 big potato, or a few little ones 

A handful of mushrooms 

A dash of milk 

Creme Fraiche 

Feta 

Olive oil 

Butter 

Salt 

Coriander 


Miscellaneous spices 

Cumin 

Love 

Haste 

Instructions 

First, the potatoes: 

If you, like me, do not have any 
leftover roasted potatoes, begin your 
frittata by chopping the potatoes per 
Sakina’s instructions—that is, into 
thin slices, about a quarter of an inch 
thick, maybe thinner. 

Pour a healthy amount (maybe 
3-4 tablespoons?) of olive oil into a 
pan with cumin seeds, and turn the 
heat way up. 

When the oil begins to sizzle, 
place the potato slices in the pan in 
one layer (they may not all fit in one 
round), being careful not to fall vic¬ 
tim to the sputtering grease. When 
they start browning, flip each slice 
over. Each side needs about 2 to 3 
minutes. But I also didn’t time it so 
make sure to watch. 

Once they are nice and crispy, 
move them to a plate, which you can 
set aside (or snack on, which I rec¬ 
ommend) as you cook the rest of the 
slices. 

Next, the frittata: 

Chop up the onions, and sautd 
them on low heat in an *OVEN 
SAFE* pan, with olive oil. Now, I’m 
going to be honest and divulge that 
I nearly ran out of olive oil during 
the aforementioned potato-frying 
process, and so I actually used but¬ 
ter, a substitution which may, in part, 
account for how spectacularly deli¬ 
cious the final product was. For any 
beginner ch efs out there, remember: 

[Hi m 11IJULI !> ' 11 U F y t hi bdffff 

Add several dashes of coriander, 
if you have it. And a couple dashes 
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of salt. 

Chop your leek into discs, and 
cut those discs in half. Chop up 
some garlic. Add these, and your 
mushrooms, to the sauteing onions. 
Remember to keep this saute on low 
heat, so it can really soften. Add more 
olive oil or butter, if need be. Cover 
the pan. 

While the veggies are simmering, 
crack seven eggs into a bowl. Add a 
dash of milk, and whisk with a fork. 
If you have creme fraiche, you should 
also whisk in a dollop, because it is 
fattening and delicious. 

tato slices, which have been waiting 
patiently for their time to shine, and 


lay them over the spread, layering 
them as need be. 

Now, the fun part: Pour the egg 
mixture over the veggies, and keep 
the whole thing on a medium-low 
heat. As it cooks, use a spatula to 
periodically separate the egg from 
the edge. 

Once the frittata edges have tak¬ 
en shape, and the center is still a little 
liquidy—it takes about 5 minutes ro 
get to this stage—put the whole pan 
in the oven, and turn on the broiler. 

In about 2 to 3 minutes, take 
the frittata out of the oven. Bon ap- 

netifl . _—— 


Sasha Linden-Cohen can be reached at 

srcohen @wesleyan. edu. 


Middletown Diaries: Involuntary Manslaughter 
(Almost), Lies, and Too Much Butter 


By Features Team 


Based on the New York Times’ 
“Metropolitan Diaries, ” the 
Middletown Diaries will include 
awkward, funny, novel, or sweet an¬ 
ecdotes, stories, or memories that hap¬ 
pen at Wesleyan and in Middletown. 
To submit to the Middletown Diaries, 
please emailsrcohen@wesleyan.edu. 

Dear Diary, 

Now this one’s a historical 
Middletown Diary for you. Let 
me take you back in time to June 
1915... 

The doors of St. Mary’s Church 
on Hubbard Street burst open, 
and a procession of ecstatic wed¬ 
ding guests spill out. Leading the 
charge is groom Josef Dzik hold¬ 
ing the arm of his beautiful new 
bride, who turns to smile at her best 
friend, and maid of honor, Annie 
Drapola. The merry band winds its 
way down the street to Rockfall for 
the raucous reception. Raising glass 
after glass to the happy couple, the 
guests become progressively more 
inebriated. Outside the hall, Josef 
and his friends stir up chaos by fir¬ 
ing a pistol into the ground, mak¬ 
ing Annie and some of the other 
guests come out to see what the fuss 
is about. Josef jokingly points the 
gun at Annie, who shrieks, thinking 
it’s loaded. He explains that he was 
just trying to scare her, and that the 
gun is actually empty. To prove it, 
he pulls the trigger. The gun goes off 
with a bang, and the startling noise 


snuffs out the sounds of the party 
inside. As Annie falls to the ground, 
there’s a moment of perfect silence, 
then the guests break into hyster¬ 
ics. Some run to Annie’s side as the 
blood begins to soak through her 
bridesmaid’s dress and spill onto the 
grass. Josef just stands there, frozen 
to the spot. 

One guest collects himself 
enough to run for help, but the only 
ambulance in Middlesex Hospital 
is a horse and carriage. When it ar¬ 
rives, Annie has lost valuable time 
and blood. While Josef tries to con¬ 
sole his distraught new wife, Annie 
is rushed to the hospital. The bul¬ 
let has pierced her intestine seven 
times, and the doctors consult each 
other only to conclude that even if 
she pulls through surgery, she will 
likely die of peritonitis, an infection 
of the abdomen. 

But against all odds, Annie 
makes a full recovery. She lives to 
the ripe age of 86, raising a family 
in Middletown. In fact, only five 
months after the shooting she was 
married. Her new husband? Josef 
Dzik. 

Thanks to the Middletown 
Historical Society for providing this 
information. 

-Katarina M Grealish 

Dear Diary, 

For the past three and a half 
years, I have maintained an immoral 
ruse that my guilt-addled conscience 
will no longer allow me to keep up. 
It all started freshman year, when 


I remembered last-minute that I 
was supposed to bring some sort 
of baked good to a club meeting. 
When I showed up later that day, 
a pan of still-warm brownies in 
hand, my peers complimented me 
excessively on how amazing these 
particular brownies were. Were they 
homemade? they asked. And in one 
of those spur-of-the-moment, life- 
altering moments of decision, I told 
what I thought was a harmless lie: 
Yes, they were homemade. 

Thus my moral descent began. 

What I didn’t realize at the 
time was how deep this lie would 
eventually run. It was only a few 
weeks before that club asked me 
to make my homemade brownies 
again. And only a few weeks after 
that that word started to spread— 
and that initial, harmless untruth 
began to spiral uncontrollably. 

I won’t lie—the glamour, the 
attention, the rush of a dozen peo¬ 
ple complimenting these brown¬ 
ies was something I came to crave. 
I started making brownies more 
and more often, sidling closer and 
closer to the edge of something I 
couldn’t quite fathom. But soon, a 
few people’s compliments weren’t 
enough. I started looking for ex¬ 
cuses to make a pan of brownies— 
for a professor whose class I missed, 
for the group of students I TA for, 
for my bosses at work. I started to 
deepen the lie—I’d tell people how 
good my homemade brownies are 
. just to get them to ask me to make 
them; I once told a 10-minute story 
of how I perfected the recipe. I had 


my girlfriend make them, give them 
to someone else, and become com- 
plicit in the lie. The cracks started 
to show. Someone asked me if I was 
sure they weren’t just store-bought. 
Someone else told me they weren’t 
even that good. I had finally found 
that unfathomable edge—and gone 
tumbling over it in a whirlwind of 
pride and chocolate chips. 

It is impossible for me to sus¬ 
tain this lie any longer. Though it 
terrifies me, I offer my truth to the 
dozens, possibly hundreds, of people 
I’ve misled these past few years: The 
brownies were not my own recipe. 
They came out of a box. 

But now, with the burden of my 
guilt lifted, I think it’s time to try to 
make some of my own. 

-Spencer Arnold 

Dear Diary, 

I went down to Metro Movies 
this weekend on a blustery fall eve¬ 
ning. I drove...by motor vehicle. 
A Subaru Impreza, to be exact. It 
was the end of October. Halloween 
Season. I noticed, keenly, that many 
of the local establishments have put 
up Halloween decorations to draw 
in customers. Soon, those same 
decorations WILL be swapped out 
for Christmas decorations, I think 
to myself somberly. Same paper and 
plastic materials, but different col¬ 
ors, and alas symbolism. 

I walked into my friend’s 
Fountain home earlier that morning 
to help her cook a frittata for our 
club’s congregation in thirty min¬ 


utes. I hadn’t realized that I was ob¬ 
ligated to make a dish. I worry that 
I’m going to be dubbed a so-called 
“slacker.” I don’t want to be seen as a 
slacker. “Rats,” I grumble under my 
breath. To myself. I walk in through 
the door frame, under the faux 
French windows plastered on the 
facade of this creaky wood-frame 
house. Immediately, I smell eggs. 
Something is off about the inte¬ 
rior of the house. It’s quiet...a little 
too quiet. Where are all the house¬ 
mates? I ask myself. Hypothetically, 
they could be in their rooms but I 
can sense there isn’t another soul 
in this dastardly home. And there’s 
something more. I noticed an open 
bag of mushrooms are on the coffee 
table in front of the TV in the liv¬ 
ing room and yet the bag of chips 
are in the fridge. A few moments 
later, I burn my hand trying pick up 
the frittata pan after my so-called 
“friend” yells at me from the other 
room that it needs to be taken out 
of the oven. Ouch! 

Back at the movie theater, I 
buy a large drink and a bag of pop¬ 
corn. The popcorn is loose on the 
top; some spillage occurs. I butter it 
up with that fake butter where you 
press the button, like a remote, and 
it pours out...like the Niagara Falls. 
I jog down the long, dimly lit cor¬ 
ridor to my theater. “Theater num¬ 
ber eight,” the ticket man told me 
in a drab tone. I was going to see 
“Joker,” the Big new movie starring 
Joaquin Phoenix from “Gladiator.” 

-Panama Jack (Luke Goldstein) 
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WESU 88.1 FM FALL 2019 


WESU 88.1 


middletown, Connecticut 
alternative radio since 1939 


Sunday 

5-6am' BBC Worid *****. 

Playing c^gfourids including 

reggae, African, contemporary. sous and much 
more. Interviews.. Player Request. Bible Trivia and 

8-1 Can . Weekend Edition. Sunday with Rachel 
Martin from NPR World news plus special 

segments, inducing puzrles and special interviews 
lOil 1:30am 7 ha Gos pet Exams with Pastor 

Marichal Monts A WESU tradition! Tune in earh 
Sunday morning for hand clapoing, foot 
gospel music that wiH lift vcur soul and de 
spirt to new heights. 

kkixn J^^igwfrom oft-pianet. 

2:303:30pm (1X5) 

tS^JssaA 

3:30-4:00pm (1X5) Catching Feelings .v*h DJ 
Decaf andDJLafemme Curatedjj&y^ for those 
achewrflh. rtlsai/^nthe lyrics. 

2:30-4:00 (2.4) Soul GospelSoul Convoc 
Dmt MUWnniah with DJ Jenny C. A broadcast 
shcAvcasing the very best in contemporary, urban 
aospel music from artists of various ethnicities 
Tune in to receive inspiration, empowerment and 
nrxoutagement that upfifts the soul. 

insj^xrerional blend of contemporary gospel i 


• '• . .- - 

Radk> Hour with Billy Johnston* HarJ by 
and Broacferay performer Billy Johnston* 
playlist of show-tunes as weB as interviews 


monday 


tuesday 


•R Up4orthenwute 5 


9-10am* The Ralph Nadar Radio Hour A lively. 

provoking discussions of the week's news. co ^ XJ1 £ t j^ s ~ 


from NPR Up-to-the-minute bad'aiounJanaR’sis am 
ind cow»raoe o? arts and snorts 

^ This Way Outfnorn I 


i Sojournor 7h rth with Margaret Prescod Bringing 
wsanri views on local, national, and international 
i and stones that 3f?ec? us a>1 We draw* ‘ 


Wednesday 


thursday friday 



Saturday 

5-dam' BBC *" JJ “-* ’ 

coverage frorr 


show Takes a de^an^uSindS^kw^Ti An 

SsSagsKS^ to ■ 

gRS& 


r .... - nri perspective; < 
indudtng journalists, grass.. . 



istonesttwtaSectusaH. V* draw out how those TL . . . .. Protect :-rowgiog owe* analysis that ooes beyond 

tSSTa dKS> and ^n^n^inq^id^Mx^i 0 bringing. 
and insicht to stories urfokfhg across the country and * q^, v j 2pm* 

show takes IOTP- 


;m die famous British ne 

6 7am. The Celtic Cafe with Pat Laffan and Made 
Gallagher Presenting traditional and contemporary 
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from The Graduate to the Fast and Furious rrancrase. 
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Opal 7hae Wesleyan musk scene. 
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1 (2,4) Grass Roots Reggae Music v 
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Dance!: Dance Theses Debut in Patricelli 92 
Theater, Explore Habit and Politics 


GO WESLEYAN£DU 

Senior thesis candidates Gabe Hurlock (left) and Iris Ridley (right) presented their theses on Nov. 2. 


Continued from front page 


gunshot,” Hurlock said in a quiet and 
helpless voice. 

As the anonymous dancers 
dressed in black reappeared on stage 
and surrounded Hurlock, an African 


beat provided the rhythm to the 
body of dancers’ choreography as 
they danced together, forming a hu¬ 
man chain and acting as if they were 
physically helping each other carry a 
heavy weight. This glimpse of hope 
was quickly covered by loud sirens 
ilMMMMMM i 


and fighting, the dancers chaotically 
moving across the stage, interacting 
only to push or nearly hit each oth¬ 
er. Suddenly, one dancer fell to the 
ground after a loud noise—implying 
the impact of a gunshot—was heard. 
One by one, the dancers each fell ac¬ 


cording to the same pattern, except for 
Hurlock. 

Religious pressure, domination, 
and submission were the powerful 
and thought-provoking concluding 
themes of the show. The striking im¬ 
age of Hurlock kneeling on the stage, 


covering her own face with a pink 
niqab while another dancer holds an 
oppressing hand above her, is one that 
will surely be remembered. 

Claire Femano can be reached at cfe- 
mano @wesleyan. edu. 


Prof. Barber Talks New Book “Citizen Outlaw” 


-1 


By Steph Dukich 
StajfWriter 


On Friday, Nov. 1, Professor 
Charles Barber held a reading from 
his new book, “Citizen Outlaw: One 
Man’s Journey from Gangleader to 
Peacekeeper.” The book follows the 
story of William Outlaw, a former 
gangster turned peace activist, and 
addresses some of the most impor¬ 
tant public health and criminal jus¬ 
tice issues in Connecticut and across 
the country. Barber shared the po¬ 
dium with Ivan Kuzyk, the Director 
of the Connecticut Statistical 
Analysis Center, therapist Richard 
Whitmire, Executive Director of the 
Connecticut Violence Intervention 
Project Leonard Jahad, and William 
Outlaw himself, each discussing their 
experience with and contributions to 
the project. 

Barber and Outlaw were in¬ 
troduced in March 2014 by Kuzyk, 
a crime analyst who had heard of 
Outlaw and was compelled by his 
story. Outlaw contacted Kuzyk look¬ 
ing for a writer, and Barber accepted 
the offer. After their introduction, the 
two continued to meet weekly for a 
period of five years. 

Kuzyk offered some background 
on Outlaw’s life. Also known as June 
Boy, Outlaw ran an effective street 
gang in New Haven in the 1980s 
called the Jungle Boys. After his in¬ 
volvement in a homicide, Outlaw was 
sentenced to 85 years in prison. He 
did time at some of the most violent 
prisons in the country. Despite his 
notoriously difficult-to-control char¬ 
acter, Outlaw managed to reduce his 
sentence to 21 years on appeal. 

“He emerged a completely dif¬ 
ferent man,” Kuzyk said. “You can see 
this if you read the book.” 

The book is divided into two sec¬ 
tions, Outlaw and Citizen. Reading 


from the latter, Barber recounted a 
turning point in Outlaw’s relation¬ 
ship to violence. One summer night 
in 1988, three members of the Aryan 
brotherhood killed two people whom 
Outlaw was friendly with in the pris¬ 
on. These killings triggered a lock- 
down of the prison, and a lockdown 
on Outlaw’s nonchalance towards vio¬ 
lence. 

“Outlaw had been around shoot¬ 
ings and stabbings his whole life, but 
the murders on A-Block hit him in a 
way that nothing else had before, per¬ 
haps because he had nothing at all to 
do with the beef,” Barber writes. “He 
was able to see violence afresh.” 

In the wake of the killings, 
Outlaw was introduced to a critical 
figure that would expedite his trans¬ 
formation. All prisoners formerly in¬ 
volved in violent crimes were required 
to see a therapist. While Outlaw found 
it absurd to share his feelings with 
another man at first, the eccentricity 
and jovial character of social worker 
Richard Whitmire helped change his 
mind and the two soon developed a 
strong bond. This was the first time 
Outlaw confronted and began to 
remedy his trauma; he talked of guilt, 
pain, anger, and the feeling that vio¬ 
lence was normal. Whitmire pushed 
him to confront and express his latent 
anger, and to construct a new narra¬ 
tive for himself 

“The entirety of this message was 
difficult for Outlaw to process, but 
once he took hold of it in his typical 
all-or-nothing style, it was remarkable 
how quickly the bitterness faded,” 
Barber said. “Outlaw felt a kind of 
slow melting away of the anger.” 

Leonard Jahad, Executive 
Director of the Connecticut Violence 
Intervention Project (CT VIP), de¬ 
scribed working with Outlaw after 
his release from prison. While his co¬ 
workers expressed concern at Outlaw’s 


return, Jahad did not doubt that 
Outlaw was changed by his experi¬ 
ence. The organization wanted him 
on their side. Outlaw consented and 
began to work relentlessly on violence 
prevention, particularly by giving pre¬ 
sentations to and engaging with the 
youth. 

“In his presentations, it was al¬ 
ways about redemption, and about 
taking responsibility for what he did,” 
Jahad said. “He wanted to help clean 
up the streets that he helped tear up 
some 20 years prior.” 

Outlaw himself spoke of his aspi¬ 
rations for the book and for his activ¬ 
ism. While he hopes that his work will 
impact the levels of violence in urban 
areas, he also hopes that it will impact 
suburban areas. He is intent on maxi¬ 
mizing the scale of change. 

“We are going to do Some fine 
things in the state of Connecticut,” 
Outlaw said. “Not just against gun vi¬ 
olence and gang violence, but against 
all violence.” 

In a post-talk Q&A, a member 
of the audience questioned whether 
people, especially the youth, are sus¬ 
picious of Outlaw, and how Outlaw 
cultivates trust. Outlaw quickly re¬ 
plied that the first step is to never 
question what happened or whether 
the subject was involved. If the police 
want to remedy youth crime, arrest is 
out of the question. 

“The police department comes to 
us—we say give us the kid,” Outlaw 
said. “You want us to work with the 
kid, give us the kid.” 

Another element involves respect 
and reputation. Outlaw and CT VIP 
spent years cultivating relationships 
with both the police force and the 
community. For Outlaw, this process 
is facilitated through self-confronta¬ 
tion. It’s about acknowledging your 
faults and your past and holding your¬ 
self accountable—only then can you 


begin to set standards for others. 

“I keep going back to the man 
in the mirror in the book,” Outlaw 
said. “You have to hold up the mirror 
to your face for one minute and really 


look at yourself. Then, you’re going to 
start saying, ‘Wow.’ :> 

Steph Dukich can be reached at sdu- 
kich@wesleyan. edu. 
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Andrea Long Chu’s “Females” Finds Meaning in 
Solanas’ “SCUM Manifesto” 



C/O VERSOBOOKS.COM 


By Dani Smotrich-Barr 
Arts & Culture Editor 


In 1967, writer Valerie Solanas 
published “SCUM Manifesto,” a 
scathing, humorous and contradic¬ 
tory document that declared that 
men were responsible for society’s 
evils and proposed to remedy the 
situation through the creation of 
a “Society for Cutting Up Men.” 
Nobody paid the dogma much at¬ 
tention until the following year, 
when Solanas famously attempted 
to murder Andy Warhol after a 
personal dispute over her never- 
produced play, “Up Your Ass.” In 
“Females,” critic Andrea Long Chu 
takes the Manifesto, and “Up Your 
Ass,” as the starting point for a man- 
*— ifesto-memoir-essay of her own; 
out. w'ulc'ii ia as YjvjVvI A3 Solanai , tut 
far more believable. 

“Everyone is female,” begins 
Chu’s highly-anticipated new book, 
published by Verso on Oct. 29. 
Sure, it’s a gimmicky phrase, but 
the premise is soon made deeply 
compelling. Chu clarifies her point; 
“Everyone is female—and everyone 
hates it.” When Chu argues that 
everyone is (ontologically) female, 
one of the main claims she is mak¬ 
ing is that to be “female” is “to let 


someone else do your desiring for 
you.” It is easy to understand how 
this could apply to someone who 
identifies as a woman, but by argu¬ 
ing that this position is actually one 
that experienced by people of all 
genders, Chu complicates both our 
understandings both of gender and 
of individuality. 

Chu’s explanation of what it 
means for someone else to do your 
desiring for you has less to do with 
traditional feminist arguments 
about say, the beauty industry de¬ 
riving from a male gaze, than it does 
with the anti-capitalist position that 
in our current economic system, we 
as individuals have very little con¬ 
trol over why we act in the way that 
we do. Indeed, Chu further argues 
that “the root of all political con¬ 
sciousness [is] the dawning realiza¬ 
tion that one’s desires are not one’s 
own... that one is female, but wishes 
it were not so.” 

Chu’s claim, then, that “the 
political is the sworn enemy of the 
female,” is in some ways a natural 
extension of Solanas’ claim that “un¬ 
masterful in his personal relations 
with women, the male attains to 
masterfulness by the manipulation 
of money.” In Chu’s hands, though, 
the argument begins to gain more 
meat, as she argues that “politics 
begins...from the optimistic belief 
that another sex is possible.” Here 
Chu is not speaking literally, but 
rather referring in a figurative sense 
to the idea that when you’re buying 
into institutional politics, you’re es¬ 
sentially buying into the idea of the 
individual being capable of making 
systemic qfaiiVBN^Uxd chat this be¬ 
lief is a misguided result of our mu¬ 
tual inability to recognize our own 
inevitable abjection. 

Chu delves deep into several 
different cultural phenomena as 
she furthers this claim. These range 
from the oft-discussed world of on¬ 
line Incel culture to the much less 
well-known one of “sissy porn.” In a 
particularly interesting passage, Chu 
discusses “The Matrix,” a movie di¬ 
rected by two trans sisters that has, 
in a strange turn of events, has been 


claimed both by trans people—as a 
metaphor about being brainwashed 
by a binary gender system—and by 
far-right activists—as a metaphor 
about being brainwashed by femi¬ 
nism. 

Chu also gently refutes the 
common interpretation of Solanas 
as being a TERF by examining pas¬ 
sages of the SCUM manifesto in 
which Solanas suggests that willing 
men be transformed into women as 
part of the process of eliminating 
men. However, Chu perhaps treats 
Solanas’ work too lightly here, in 
that she doesn’t point out the other 
trans identities that Solanas’ vision 
does not address. 

Chu also delves into the com¬ 
plicated ways in which she began 
to understand her own identity 
as a trans woman while reading a 
feminist literary archive and relat- 
edly, and amusingly, constructing 
an elaborate altered piano inscribed 
with the SCUM Manifesto and 
other texts. “I hated being a man, 
but I thought that was just how 
feminism felt,” she quips at one 
point. Personally, I had a different 
misconception for a long time— 
that my knowledge of feminism was 
to blame for how much I hated be¬ 
ing a woman, much in the way that 
Chu argues that we all hate being 
“female.” 

Maybe what unites our two 
experiences is the confusing brand 
of feminism that many of us seem 
to have been steeped in as millen¬ 
nial; one that, as Chu has argued, 
“never solved the problem of het¬ 
erosexuality.” Indeed, one of the 
most notable aspects of Chu’s writ¬ 
ing is that she is writing very much 

in this context. As*a twenty-six year 
old, Chu came of age during a time 
when many mothers perhaps knew 
the term “invisible labor,” but con¬ 
tinued (and continue!) to have to 
perform it regardless. 

I’m also interested in the ques¬ 
tion of whom Chu is writing for; 
and especially whether her writing 
might read differently to readers 
with varying gender identities. Part 
of what Chu seems to be exploring 



Text Your Order! 
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Go to www.redblackcafe.com 
for daily specials 


in her work is this very disconnect 
in reception; or that “what makes 
the bit funny” is “the fact that, for 
the comic, it isn’t.” 

This nuanced navigation of 
tone is part of what makes Chu’s 
work so effective. Chu, like Solanas, 
can seem intentionally dramatic at 
times, but unlike Solanas, she is 
clearly writing in pursuit of her own 


desire to understand, not for the 
performance of her claims. It is the 
dichotomy between Chu’s almost- 
imitation of Solanas’ self-important 
manifesto form, and her deep sense 
of both self and self-deprecation, 
that makes “Females” so effective. 

Dani Smotrich-Barr can be reached 
at dsmotrichbar@wesleyan.edu. 


Cinefiles 11/6-11/9 


By The Film Series Board 

Contributing Writers 


It’s hard to believe it’s already 
November. It feels like the year is fly¬ 
ing by, and before we know it, we’ll be 
off again for Thanksgiving and then 
Winter Break soon after. But let’s not 
get ahead of ourselves—come spend 
your evenings at the Film Series for 
a great way to slow down and take a 
break from the hectic rush of assign¬ 
ments. Take a deep breath, sit in the 
comfortable seats of the Goldsmith, 
and immerse yourself in the cinemat¬ 
ic journeys we have in store. 

This week, we begin our screen¬ 
ings with the 2019 hit “Blinded by 
the Light,” so if you missed it in the¬ 
aters, you can catch it here for free! 
Next, we move to Cuaron favorite 
“Children of Men,” set in a no-lon- 
ger-so-distant dystopian future. It’s 
a very different movie from his more 
recent film, “Roma,” but equally 
powerful. On Friday, we bring you 
Disney’s animated classic “Hercules,” 
a truly delightful musical comedy, 
which we’ll show in 35mm. We’ll 
finish off the week with captivating 
Italian crime drama “Investigation of 
a Citizen Above Suspicion.” 

“Blinded by the Light” 

2019. UK. Dir: Gurinder 
Chadha. With Viveik Kalra. 117 min. 



CJO CINEMATERIAL.COM 

Wednesday, Nov. 6. 8 p.m. 

Free. 

In the late 1980s, a Pakistani- 
British teenager stumbles upon the 
music of Bruce Springsteen, insti¬ 
gating a journey of self-discovery 
within his cultural hybridity. “Bend 
It Like Beckham” auteur Chadha 
pays homage to The Boss with this 
wholesome tale reminding us that, 
baby, we were born to run. 

Content warning: racial slurs, racial 
violence 

“Children of Men” 



OOSCRIPTSLUG.COM 


2006. USA. Dir: Alfonso 
Cuaron. With Clive Owen, Julianne 
Moore. 109 min. 

Thursday, Nov. 7. 8 p.m. Free. 

In 2027, when infertility cre¬ 
ates anarchy and threatens extinc¬ 
tion, a peace activist turned cyni¬ 
cal bureaucrat is recruited by his 
ex-lover on a mission to save the 
human race. Combining striking 
visual texture with unbroken takes, 
Cuaron touches on topical issues of 
immigration and sustainability • in 
this poignantly crafted dystopian— 
yet hopeful—thriller. 



CIO ALPHACODERS.COM 


“Hercules” 

1997. USA. Dir: Ron Clements, 
John Musker. Animation. 93 min. 

Friday, Nov. 8. 8 p.m. $5. 

Long, long ago, baby Hercules 
was snatched from Mount Olympus 
and forced to live on earth as a mor¬ 
tal. Now a misfit teen with superhu¬ 
man strength, he must prove him¬ 
self a true hero to claim his rightful 
place among the gods. Let the mus¬ 
es’ catchy tunes guide you through 
this delightful Disney comedy of 
mythic proportion. 



OOWIKIPED1A.COM 


“Investigation of a Citizen 
Above Suspicion” 

1970. Italy. Dir: Elio Petri. 
With Gian Volente, Florinda 
Bolkan. 115 min. 

Saturday, Nov. 9. 8 p.m. Free. 

Petri’s fierce sarcasm over au¬ 
thoritarian police practices is em¬ 
bodied in this twist-filled crime 
melodrama. Centered on a cop who 
murders his mistress and then in¬ 
tentionally leaves damning evidence 
behind, “Investigation” bombards 
the era’s corrupt bureaucracy with 
its own disturbing psyche. 
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17TH ANNUAL FALl. SERIES 


Contemporary 
Israeli Voices 





PAIN 


ZEtUYASJIAtEV 


Thursday 
November 7, 2019 
8:00 PM 


Daniel Family Commons 


45 Wvllvs Avenue 
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Internationally acclaimed author Zeruya Shalev speaks about her powerful and 
astute novel Pain. In her talk, Shalev discusses how old passions can return to 
test our capacity to make choices about what is most essential in life. 

Internationally renowned author Zeruya Shalev has written six novels, and three 
of them, Love Life , Husband and Wife , and Thera , have been bestsellers in 
several countries. Love Life is included in Der Spiegel’s prestigious list of 20 Best 
Novels in World Literature in the last 40 years. Husband and Wife is included in 
the French Fnac list of the “200 Best Books of the Decade.” Her most recent 
novel, Pain , has been winning critical acclaim from local and international critics. 
In 2017 Shalev received the prestigious French Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres 
decoration. Her books have been published in 25 languages. 
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Sponsored by the Center 
for Jewish Studies 
Organized by Dalit Katz, Director 


_ 


> Follow 

•'... . 

/if l "''"Ijlj ' : ‘ 4 " *" ' 


. . ■ 


civ.site.wesleyan.edu Wesleyan University 










































TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2019 


THE WESLEYAN ARGUS 


11 


SPORTS 



Men’s Cross Country Finishes Last at Williamstown 
NESCAC Championships 


By Rocky D’Antonio 

StaffWriter 


In the penultimate meet for 
mens cross country, the Cardinals 
traveled up to Williamstown, 
Mass, to compete in the NESCAC 
Championship. Running up to the 
championship, the team faced an 
up-and-down season. They slid to 


last at the Little Threes, placed first 
at the Paul Short Run, then back to 
a middling finish at the Connecticut 
College Invite. The inconsistent 
pattern continued for the Red Birds 
at the ’CAC Championship and, 
unfortunately, the race ended on 
another down. The Cardinals fin¬ 
ished in 11th place, last among all 
mgeunj|. 
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The meet was a much smaller 
event than the Red and Black’s two 
previous runs, but even in a less 
chaotic atmosphere of only 145 
runners, the team couldn’t break 
through. 

Kevin McMorrow ’20 con¬ 
tinued to lead the team, as he has 
in the previous two meets, with a 

e-qf 2&S3& He was che only 


Cardinal to crack the top 40. Fellow 
seniors Adam Linksy ’20 and Grant 
van Inwegen ’20 crossed the finish 
line next for the Cards with times 
of 27:05.2 and 27:09.1, placing in 
the top 60 for the team. These three 
runners have been the backbone 
of the team this year, each record¬ 
ing new personal bests throughout 
the fall. And while these most re¬ 
cent times fell short of the seniors’ 
personal bests, their leadership has 
been impressive all season. 

Miles Aronow ’22 and William 
Bajohr ’20 were the next two 
Cardinals to complete the eight-ki¬ 
lometer race. Their times of 27:36 
flat and 27:56.2 rounded out the 
team’s scoring five, the first five 
Cardinal runners to finish the race. 
The scoring five contributed to a 
steep 258 point outing, 14 points 
higher than lOth-place Hamilton 
College and a whopping 236 points 
higher than first-place Williams, 
who were running on home turf 
and had all five scoring runners fin¬ 
ish in the top 10. 

The three first years on 
the team, Eli Gappelberg ’23, 
Callen Neveu ’23, and Michael 
Tramontano ’23, finished with 
times of 27:57.7, 30:23 and 31:51, 
respectively. 

This year’s NESCAC 
Championship was not an aber¬ 
ration for the men’s cross country 
team but rather the norm. The team 


since 2015, when Wesleyan hosted 
the NESCAC Championship. But 
even then, with home field advan¬ 
tage, the Cardinals only finished in 
sixth place. The last time the Red 
Birds finished in the top half at the 
’CAC Championship was 2010. 
Needless to say, the Cards’ struggles 
in the ’CAC have been a regular oc¬ 
currence for the past decade. 

The Cardinals are looking to 
bounce back from this last-place 
finish at the NCAA Regional 
Championships in two weeks. 
Last year, the team went from 
a lOth-place finish at the ’CAC 
Championship to a much bet¬ 
ter finish at Regionals: 17th place 
out of 58 teams. The team is hop¬ 
ing that recent history will repeat 
itself with a strong showing at 
the Regional Championships in 
two weeks at Bowdoin College in 
Maine. 

One runner to keep your eye 
on in the next two weeks is Matt 
Frishkoff ’21, who had a standout 
performance at the Paul Short Run 
earlier this year. He ran a personal 
best 25:56.0 and was the Cardinals’ 
second finisher at the race, wjiich 
the team won. Frishkoff showed 
that he has a lot of potential ear¬ 
lier this season and will look to be 
a major contributor for the team in 
their closing race for the fall season. 

Rocky D’Antonio can be reached at 

- xdantonio@wesJxiutn.e du. _ g 



Conn. College: Field Hockey Ends Season With 
Sixth Straight Loss, Ties for Last in NESCAC 


Continued from front page 

Thfe second period was quickly 
filled with action as first-year Diana 
Schwarz sunk her sixth goal of the sea¬ 
son in the 18th minute. Conn. College 
retaliated less than five minutes later 
with their second goal, one that would 
secure their later victory. 

Wesleyan attempted to strike back 
with shots from Olivia Baglieri ’22 and 
Schwarz, but both were stopped by the 
Camels before the end of the half. 

Halftime proved a rejuvenating 
break for the Cardinals, who flocked to 
their offensive territory and dominated 
the third period. After a penalty comer 
from Baglieri, Amy Schaap ’21 shot on 
goal, took a penalty comer, then shot once 
more. Schwarz followed up with more of¬ 
fensive pressure, notching her second shot 
of the game. 

Schwarz continued her effort in the 
fourth period but unfortunately could riot 
convert. Baglieri made Wesleyan’s final at¬ 
tempt to even the score, but the Camels’ 
goalie shut down her shot in the 56th 
minute. 

• By the time the whisde blew, 
Wesleyan had outshot the Camels 9 to 7 
and created 11 penalty comers to Conn. 
College’s three. Yet the Camels’ offen¬ 
sive effort proved more successful on the 
scoreboard, and they took home their first 
NESCAC win. While Conn. College en¬ 
tered the matchup with an 0-9 conference 
record, Wesleyan was 1-8. Wednesday’s 
fate equalized the two teams in NESCAC 
standings, tying them for last place. 

Despite Wednesday’s loss, the 
Cardinals can walk off the field know¬ 
ing this season showed impressive im¬ 
provement from recent years. 

Inside the numbers, the Red and 
Black haven’t had an overall record this 
high since their 2013 campaign, when 


they went 6-9. While their confer¬ 
ence record remains somewhat similar 
to recent seasons, the team notched 
their first NESCAC win in two years 
with their historic win over Tufts. In 
the past four years, Wesleyan has only 
beaten conference foe Conn. College, 
who also resides toward the bottom 
of the league. The Cardinals’ 1-0 win 
this season over Tufts is especially im¬ 
pressive—the Jumbos are not only 
third in the conference, but also fifth 
in the National Field Hockey Coaches 
Association rankings, chosen national¬ 
ly among all Division III competitors. 

While the Red and Black may 
have only topped Tufts, their other 


conference matchups were not lost 
causes. Seven of their NESCAC defeats 
were within two goals, and five of those 
seven were within just one. Although 
the team faced a rough slew of heart¬ 
breaking losses, many of which took 
place within the last month, these close 
competitions demonstrate a fighting 
chance at victory. 

“We play in a very competitive con¬ 
ference and most of our games are against 
teams that are nationally ranked,” head 
coach Christine Kemp said to Wesleyan 
Athletics. “To be able to upset a team like 
Tufts, and lose by just one goal to several 
ranked squads, shows that we cari play at 
that same level.” 


Outside of team statistics, the 
Cardinals also had individual leaders 
on both sides of the ball this season. In 
goal, Wood made 114 saves, just six be¬ 
hind NESCAC leader Maggie Reville 
from Hamilton. Wood’s save percent¬ 
age of .786 garners her third in the 
’CAC, behind Reville and Bowdoin’s 
Maddie Ferrucci, respectively. 

On offensive, Schwarz led the 
team with six goals this season, ty¬ 
ing her for 15th for most goals in the 
NESCAC. Schaap followed close be¬ 
hind with five goals, tying her for 28th. 

Wesleyan’s offensive effort was 
also reflected in the shots category of 
individual standings. Baglieri led the 


way in 14th with 41; Schwarz followed 
in 22nd with 35; Nikki Gerjarusak ’21’ 
took 36th with 27. 

The team graduates seven se¬ 
niors this year—Erica Horowitz, 
Rachel Curran, Maddie Shea, Rachel 
Pomerantz, Abby Manning, Kayla Di 
Sibio, and Wood. Going into next 
season, the Cardinals retain a strong 
underclassmen core with numerous of¬ 
fensive leaders and an impressive new 
coach, who in her first year has already 
taken the team to the next level. 

Zoe Kaplan can be reached at zka- 
plan@wesleyan.edu or on Twitter at 
@_zoekaplan. 
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Womens XC Places Middle of the Pack at ’CAC 


By Annie Roach 
StajfWriter 


This past weekend, the 29th-ranked 
womens cross country team traveled to 
Williamstown, Mass, to compete in the 
annual NESCAC Championship. The 
meet took place at Mount Greylock High 
School on Saturday, Nov. 2. 

The 6K course was challenging 
and versatile. The runners needed to 
tackle not only running up hills, but 
also through meadows and wooded ar¬ 
eas. Only the top 15 runners from each 
NESCAC school competed in the race, 
making the atmosphere competitive and 
high-spirited. 

Although the Cardinals put in a val¬ 
iant effort, they could not quite manage 
to top schools such as No. 4 Williams, 
No. 6 Tufts, and No. 16 Bates, who 
came in the top three slots, respectively. 
Wesleyan placed 6th out of the 11 com¬ 
peting schools, totaling 167 points, with 
four runners in the top 40. 

The results do not measure 
up to those of the 2018 NESCAC 
Championship, during which the Red and 
Black were able to achieve a historic third- 
place finish with an all-around impressive 
effort. The 2018 result was the highest fin¬ 
ish in the NESCAC Championship meet 
for Wesleyan since 1984, when they won 
the tide. 

However, the Cardinals displayed 
plenty of strong performances, proving 
that the hard work the team has been 
putting in all season is paying off. Similar 

to last years NESCACs, Sara Pinsonault 

’20 and Becky Lopez-Anido ’21 led the 
charge. These two athletes are consistendy 
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the first two over the finish line during 
races, and have extremely impressive track 
records across their Wesleyan careers. 
Lopez-Anido placed first at the Litde 
Three Championship at the opening of 
the season, and Pinsonault was the first 
Cardinal over the finish line in the past 
two races, which were the Paul Short Run 
and the Connecticut College Invite. 

1 ofv-r- 

Anido led the team to success at 

NESCACs, when they placed seventh 


and eighth, respectively, and earned 
A1I-NESCAC honors. Although they 
could not manage to top their times 
from last year, the two made valuable 
contributions to Saturday’s effort. 

Pinsonault placed 18th out of 146 
runners, completing the course with an 
efficient time of 23:13.6 and an average 
mile pace of 6:14. It is an excellent re¬ 
sult, pjfrAoiTa rlvltsV-m 1 rda v wa <? n" nf 
her last races as a Cardinal. Pinsonault 
says the key to her success is having fun 
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and enjoying every minute of her expe¬ 
rience as a tri-season runner. 

“This season I’ve just been enjoy¬ 
ing every single practice and race be¬ 
cause I only have a few left,” Pinsonault 
said. “There’s still two seasons of track 
left, but cross country is very different 
compared to track.” 

Lopez-Anido followed close behind 
Pinsonaufr, placing 27th wima rime 
of 23:32.0 and an average mile pace or 
6:19. First year Sara Greene was right on 


Lopez-Anido’s heels, as she finished the 
course with a time of 23:39.8. Two other 
first years—Mariah Saunders and Maeve 
Hoffman—rounded out the scorers for 
Wesleyan, with times of 23:48.4 and 
23:59.2, respectively. 

Building a supportive team atmo¬ 
sphere and culture continues to be a cru¬ 
cial aspect of Wesleyan cross country. The 
women strive to strike a balance between 
working with incredible intensity at every 
practice and encouraging one another. 

“In practice we do the obvious 
things like running a lot of miles and do¬ 
ing hard workouts,” Pinsonault said. “But 
we also have been working on really get¬ 
ting to become a cohesive team. A team 
runs better when everyone is friends and 
gets along.” 

Because the team is so young, with 
nine first-years, establishing a positive 
team culture means engaging the first- 
years completely and making an effort to 
bond at every opportunity. 

“The upperclassmen often run with 
the freshmen, and we have special ‘Sister 
Groups’ that break the team down into 
smaller groups that make it easier for 
teammates to get to know each other,” 
Pinsonault said. 

The Cardinals are idle until Nov. 
16, when they will travel to Bowdoin 
for the NCAA Regional Championship. 
This gives the women plenty of time to 
continue to build upon their successes, 
strengthen team culture, and prepare for 
the culmination of an exciting season. 
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Amherst? More Like Amhworst: Men’s Rugby Takes 
on the Mammoths 



By Bryce Hunt & Terra Ganey 
Contributing Writers 

Note: Bryce Hunt 22 and Terra 
Ganey 21 are both members of Wesleyan 
rugby teams. 

On the 30th of September, 1938, 
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain 
returned to Great Britain with the dec¬ 
laration of “Peace for our time” and was 
deemed a national hero for his actions. If 
this declared era of peace had not already 
ended, it certainly has now; Wesleyan 
men’s rugby descended from the dull, 
dandelion-colored school bus at Amherst 
with fire in their hearts, ready to make 
war. In front of a mighty crowd of five 
strong, the men took the field for their 
first playoff match since records have 
been kept, with but a single substitute 
against a truly mammoth Amherst side. 

The referee, clad in an offensive 
shade of pink, commenced the proceed¬ 
ings and the opening kick drifted into 
the hands of Henrick Koo ’23. A big 
first hit set the tone, though an initial 
bout of possession unfortunately saw 
the Cardinals slowly being pushed back 
towards their own line. A questionable 
turnover resulted in an early first try by 
Amherst in the corner, and their confi¬ 
dence turned to blatant arrogance despite 
a missed conversion kick. (Editor’s note: 
The writers are on the rugby team.) Five 
points down in just as many minutes, the 
United Old Methodist side rose up in a 
manner that would make Captain Marx 
proud. 

Soon afterwards, a good run from 
Forrest Walker ’22 was cut short by a 
bone-crunching challenge and a notice¬ 


able wince from the crowd, after which 
Amherst proceeded to lay siege to the 
Cardinals’ try line. Though Phil “Lip” 
Kaelbling ’22 and Tucker “Das Berger” 
Kirchberger ’22 defended the Wesleyan 
posts valiandy, possession remained 
firmly in Amherst’s purple hands. 

Ensuing sequences of play were 
stuck in firm deadlock—occasionally 
interrupted by good clearing kicks by 
Koo and Jack Pironti ’22—before mar¬ 
tyr Michael Freiburger ’21 charged his 
way into two opposition forwards, car¬ 
rying them several yards and was only 
stopped after a breif encounter with a 
third Amherstian’s left ankle. The lone 
substitute Henry Reade ’22 was called 
to action as a replacement. Reade served 
as a buffalo to wildly patrol the wing 
as Wesleyan’s depth grew thin. Fearless 
in the face of incredibly violent adver¬ 
sity, Tyler Burdick ’22 managed to make 
more hits than Beyonce before a tragic 
three-point conversion from a penalty 
saw the Amherst lead extend. The clouds 
grew overcast as the powers-that-be 
showed their dismay for the scoreline, 
but the half-time whistle ended an in¬ 
evitable retaliation from the men in red. 

Calls of “See ya soon” drew some 
smiles all around, and an encourag¬ 
ing team talk from captains Walker 
and Nathanael Mathieu ’20 roused the 
Wesleyan warriors for what would be a 
strong second half. A few breaks down 
the line were stopped by admirable effort 
and impressive reads from Nick “Don’t 
Call Me Nick ‘Matt Damon Bowman” 
Bowman ’23, but a few lost scrums led to 
the concession of another try early in the 
second half. A subsequent altered strate¬ 
gic approach had little impart as, despite 


Wesleyan’s best efforts, possessions were 
still few and far between. 

Nonetheless, Griffin Dorman ’23 
led by example with stellar tackles and 
good breaks, proving him beyond a 
doubt to be more dangerous than cli¬ 
mate change. Xavier Cardoza ’23 and 
Jake Meyer ’20 were also consistendy key 
members around the breakdown, putting 
in the tireless work that ultimately al¬ 
lowed for several promising runs by Jack 
“MVP” McEvoy ’22. 

Disaster struck when Elan Isaacson 
’23 was taken off the pitch following 
an incident he doesn’t remember; with 
no substitutes remaining, he was sorely 
missed. Thankfully, numbers quickly 
evened out after an opposing winger 
was presented with a golden ticket to 
the sin bin for a high tackle on substi¬ 
tute powerhouse Reade ’22, indicative 
of the unsportsmanlike Amherst behav¬ 
ior. (Editor’s note: The writers are on the 
rugby team.) The Amherst aggression 
continued with another high tackle on 
Koo and a second Amherst yellow card. 
Nonetheless, probing kicks from our 
back line allowed for consistent gains 
in territory as Old Methodist started to 
look more like their old playoff selves. 
Lucas Mani T9, straight off the back of 
a Halloweekend Wolverine display, drove 
his mutton chops deep into the Amherst 
side. 

As the match progressed, line breaks 
began to favor the purple Mammoths. 
Though trash talk ran rampant, Wesleyan 
maintained their unyielding commit¬ 
ment to the Cardinal rugby rule of three 
Rs: Respect, Responsibility, and Fun. 
To my dismay, the Old Methodist side 
again had their clear comeback momen¬ 


tum thwarted by the whisde of the ref¬ 
eree (who we suspect was on tenure). 
(Editor’s note: The writers are on the 
rugby team.) 

Though the scorekeeper sustained 
a few hits to the head, the final result 
was estimated to be approximately 32-0 
in favor of the opposition. Hands were 
respectfully shaken as players gathered 
to recount the numerous instances of 
unsportsmanlike Amherst play, but also 
to congratulate each other on what has 
been an extremely successful season. 
Despite losing one of our captains to the 


gende embrace of Italian rugby, Mathieu 
has led the team to unprecedented levels, 
with two notable victories over Trinity 
contributing to our spot in the playoffs. 

In light of such a promising first se¬ 
mester, a special mention must also go to 
all players in the freshman class of’23 for 
their continued dedication and passion, 
a cohort we expect will do proud the Old 
Methodist banner for years to come. 

Bryce Hunt can be reached at bhunt@wes- 
leyan.edu. Terra Ganey can be reached at 
tganey@wesleyan. edu. 
























